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sociation and "they have replied they have no record of
any such person having a medical degree."
Under date of July 1, 1939, Harold Rypins, M. D., Secre-

tary of the New York Board of Medical Examiners, wrote:
"In reply to your letter of June 20, I beg to advise you

that the records of this department fail to show that
C. Augustus de Vere was ever licensed or registered to
practice medicine in New York State, nor have we any
information concerning him. I should be very glad to see
a copy of his letterhead bearing 'Department of Education
of New York."'

It has been suggested that a news item published in
CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN MEDICINE might curtail
de Vere's activities. Very truly yours,

C. B. PINKHAM, M. D.,
Secretary-Treasurer.

Concerning Opportunities for Refugee Physicians.
(copy)

AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATED PRESS
New York, December 16, 1940.

The Editor,
California and Western Medicine,
450 Sutter Street,
San Francisco, California.
Dear Sir:

Enclosed is a copy of a cable message received from
Australia. It is forwarded in the belief that it may be of
interest to you for publication.

229 West Forty-third Street.
Yours sincerely,

DAVID W. BAILEY,
American Representative.

.f f 4

Perth, West Australia, December 12.-The West Austra-
Mlan Parliament has passed a bill permitting alien refugee
doctors to practice in country districts. The Executive
Council is empowered to proclaim an area to be inade-
quately supplied with medical services as one for which
regional registration may be granted adequately qualified
alien doctors.
A hospital may also be declared an area for regional

registration, and the registration confined to the hospital.
The alien has the right of appeal against the Medical
Board's refusal to register, and after holding registration
for seven years for a regional area he may be registered
throughout the State.

Sixteen country centres in West Australia are without
doctors owing to enlistments in the army. New South Wales,
Queensland, and South Australia permit registration of
alien doctors who have completed a shortened course at an
Australian University, but Victoria does not.

Concerning Physicians and Dentists' Symphony Or-
chestra in San Francisco.

(coPY)
San Francisco, California,

December 3, 1940.
Dear Doctor:
To meet a growing demand, there has been recently

formed a symphony orchestra among members of the medi-
cal and dental professions under the direction of Mr.
Walter Herbert, a prominent conductor. Doctors' orches-
tras have already been successfully established in New
York, Boston, Philadelphia, and Cleveland.
The aim of this group is to give the members an oppor-

tunity to play their instruments and to become familiar
with orchestral music, thus spending some hours of relax-
ation and pleasure. The rehearsals are held every week at
the County Medical Society building on Washington Street.
Mr. Herbert hopes to hold performances later, to which
the doctors may invite their families and friends, there-
fore creating a form of entertainment which will be of
value and pleasure to many. . ..

We are, therefore, soliciting those doctors and dentists
who are not active members, trusting that they will be
willing to give their support to this new organization. For
any amount which you care to contribute, we shall be very
grateful.

Please send checks to Dr. Ronald R. Pratt, 516 Sutter
Street, San Francisco.

Yours very sincerely,
MRS. HANS BAR1KAN
MRS. ROBERT ALEXANDER

Concerning County Health Officers: Opinion of At-
torney General of California.

(coPY)
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF
PROFESSIONAL AND VOCATIONAL STANDARDS

BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
Sacramento, California,

December 13, 1940.
Re: County Health Officers.
To the Editor:-Enclosed please find a copy of Opinion

10070 rendered by the Attorney General July 19, 1935,
which deals with unlicensed medical men serving as county
health officers in this state.

'Very truly yours,
C. B. PINKHAM, M. D.,

Secretary-Treasurer.
1f

(copy)
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
LEGAL DEPARTMENT

San Francisco, July 19, 1935.
Charles B. Pinkham, M. D.
Secretary-Treasurer
Board of Medical Examiners
420 State Offilce Building
Sacramento, California
Dear Sir:
In your communication of January 25, 1935, you ask

whether a graduate of a reputable medical college who
holds no form of license entitling him to practice any sys-
tem of the healing art in the State of California may:

1. Accept official appointment as a salaried county health
officer;

2. Give inoculations or in any way treat any ailment of
the human system if so appointed;

3. Prescribe for occupants of camps for the unemployed;
4. Collect fees for such service from either the individual,

county, state, or federal government.
In reply thereto permit me to state that Section 4225 of

the Political Code provides that a county health officer
"shall be a graduate of a medical college of good standing
and repute." It does not require that such county health
officer be licensed to practice medicine in this state. This
requires an answer to your flrst question in the afflrmative.

If such an unlicensed medical graduate undertook to give
inoculations or in any way treat any ailment of the human
system he would be violating Section 8 of the State Medical
Practice Act, which permits licensed persons "to use drugs.
or what are known as medicinal preparations in or upon
human beings and to use any and all other methods in the
treatment of disease . . . or other physical or mental con-
ditions." There would likewise be a violation of Section 17
of said Act in that such a person would be practicing or
attempting to practice a system or mode of treating the
sick or afflicted. This conclusion is in accordance with that
reached in our opinion No. 10003, rendered to you under
date of June 17, 1935, holding that the giving of inocu-
lations constitutes the practice of medicine.
Your third question is answered in the negative. An un-

licensed medical graduate is violating the sections last
above referred to if he prescribes for anyone in the State of
California.
The answer to your fourth question must likewise be

in the negative, as an unlicensed person is not legally-
entitled to collect a fee from anyone for medical services

Very truly yours,
U. S. WEBB, Attorney General.
By (Signed) LIONEL BROWNE, Deputy.


